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...Flat Tire? What Can You Do?

ith a flat tire, either you've got tc
change to your spare, ask for help tc

Park
Reverse

do it (perhaps call your auto club), ol
elect to drive to the nearest service
shop.

If you carry a flat-fix solution in youl
car (an aerosol sealer/inflator that car
temporarily fix some flats), you may
be able to seal asmall hole (not alarge
puncture, sidewall damage or valve ol
rim leaks) and inflate the tire
sufficiently to drive to a service
station. One warning: do not smoke
while using these products! The propellan
used in some sealer/inflators is highly
flammable propane or butane. When you
reach a service shop, be sure to tell the tire
repairer you used atire sealer/inflator. The
most effective aerosol sedler/inflators (get ¢
15-ounce or larger size, with athreaded hos
that screws onto the tire’ s valve stem) work
by propelling a water-soluble latex into the
tire. Once the can's contents have beer
emptied into the tire (a process that usually
takes several minutes), you're supposed tc
drive immediately to distribute the late
within the tire. This will temporarily repail
the puncture. Drive to a service station anc
immediately have thistire repaired.

How to Change a Tire

1. Drive out of traffic and onto the road’
shoulder. Pick a level place for stahility
when jacking up the car.

2. Shut off the engine. Set the parking
brake. Put the transmission in PARK (for ar
automatic) or in REVERSE (for a manual)
Turn on your 4-way hazard flashers.
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3. Get out the tire changing tools. a jack, a jack
handle (to lower or raise the jack), and alug wrench
(the kind that resembles a cross is best) to remove the
whee!’ s lug nuts (wheel nuts).

4. Remove the spare tire. In amost al cars you'll
find it in the trunk, hidden under the trunk’s floor
mat. NOTE: If you'redriving arental car you might
be in for a surprise. Some rental companies don't
equip their cars with either spare tires or tire tools.
Assuming you have a spare, you still might be
surprised that you have a “compact” tire—a smaller
than normal-size tire. A “compact” is designed for
emergency use only. It restricts your road speed to
50 mph.

If you don't have a spare or the

— compact is not inflated enough, you
‘ may have no other choice but to

drive slowly—no more than 10 to 15

mph—on the flat tire or under-
inflated compact to the nearest service station. But
be aware that driving on aflat tire, if for only afew
blocks, will ailmost certainly ruin thetire.

5. Prepare to jack up the car. “Chock” (block) the
whesl diagonally opposite from the wheel you intend
to jack up. By chocking the wheel with alarge rock,
alog, or any other sturdy object, you prevent the car
whesls from rolling while on the jack. (If the flat is
in the rear, it’s particularly important to chock both
front tires, not just the one diagonally opposite the
flat.)

6. Assemble the jack. If you don’'t know where the
car's “jacking points’ are, consult your owner's
manual. Most jacking points are in the reinforced
frame of the car, not the bumpers. Almost none of
today’ s bumpers are strong enough for jacking.

Also, if your car has ar suspension, before
attempting to jack up a wheel, you'll have to
deactivate the suspension. For other types of
suspensions, check your owmer’s manual to find the
deactivating switch. On some cars the switch isin
the trunk.

7. Jack up the car partway. Theflat tire should still
touch the ground firmly enough so that the wheel
cannot turn.

8. Removethewheel cover. Loosen the lug nuts.

9. Jack up the car until thetire completely clearsthe
ground.
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10. Remove the lug nuts. Place them in the wheel
cover or other safe place.

11. Remove the flat tire, move it aside and put the
gpareinits place. Engage the wheel on the top stud
first, then on the other studs. Be sure the wheel is
firmly in place. Replace and hand-tighten al the
wheel nuts, the top one last. When they are as tight
as you can make them by hand, lower the jack until
the whed! just touches the ground or pavement.

12. Using the lug wrench, begin tightening
E al of the wheel nuts. Tighten them in a

crisscross pattern—the top nut, then the

bottom one, the left hand nut, then the right

nut. Tighten them as firmly as you can,

A(AAA)
JAF

AAA-HELP (1-800-222-4357)

using both hands on the cross wrench. Then
tighten them again.

13. Remove the jack, remove the wheel chocks,
replace the wheel covers, put the flat tire, jack, and
lug wrench in the trunk, and you' re on your way.

Of course, the easiest thing to do isto have someone
you trust change the tire for you. The “Triple A”
(AAA) isthe American Automobile Association. It's
equivaent to Japan’s “JAF’. For membership
information, call 586-1166 (no area code is
required). To report an accident or to get road-side
assistance, dial 1-800-AAA-HELP. (1-800-222-
4357). =
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