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Questions. Really, Who Has the Right-of-Way?

raffic signs, signals, and pavement

markings do not always resolve traffic

conflicts. A green light, for example,

does not resolve the conflict between a
car turning left at an intersection whilean
oncoming car is going straight through.
The right-of-way rules help resolve such
conflicts. They tell driverswho goesfirst
and who must wait in different
situations.

Here are the right-of-way rules, with
examples of how they apply on the road:

O A driver approaching an intersection
must yield the right-of-way to traffic
already lawfully using the intersection.

Example: You ae nearing an
intersection. The traffic light is green,
and you want to drive straight through.
Another vehicle is dready in the
intersection, turning left. You must let
that vehicle complete its turn before you
enter the intersection.

O If drivers approaching from opposite

O directions reach an intersection at about
the same time, a driver turning left must
yield to approaching traffic going straight
or turning right.

Example: You want to turn left at an
intersection ahead. A vehicle is approaching
from the opposite direction, going straight
ahead. Y ou must wait for approaching traffic
to go through before you turn. You may
enter the intersection, however, to prepare

for your left turnif the light is green and no
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other vehicle ahead of you is preparing for aleft turn.
When approaching traffic clears or stops for a red
light, complete your turn.

You must aso yield to approaching traffic when
turning left into adriveway, alleyway, parking lot or
other area, even if the turn is not controlled by signs
or signals.

[0 At intersections not controlled by signs or

O signals, or where two or more drivers stop at
STOP signs at the same time and they are at right
angles to one another, the driver on the left
must yield the right-of-way to the driver
on the right.

Example: You are stopped at a stop sign, and you
are going to go straight through the intersection. A
driver on the intersecting road has stopped at a stop
sign on your right, and is also going to go straight.
Y ou must yield the right-of-way to the other driver.

0 [0 A vehicle entering a roadway from a driveway,
alley, private road or any other place that is not a
roadway must stop and yield the right-of-way to
traffic on the roadway, and to pedestrians.

Example: You are coming out of a parking lot,
turning right onto a street. A vehicle is approaching
from your left. You must stop and wait for the
vehicle to pass before turning onto the street. If you
were turning left, you would have to yield to vehicles
approaching from both directions. If a pedestrian
were crossing the parking lot exit, you would have to
wait for him or her to cross.

O 0 Drivers must yield to pedestrians legally using
marked or unmarked crosswalks.

Example: You are stopped at a red light. A
pedestrian steps into the crosswalk, and then the light
turns green. You must wait for the pedestrian to
cross. You must also yield to pedestrians in
crosswalks on your left or right before turning.

0 [J You may not enter an intersection if traffic is
backed up on the other side and you cannot get all
the way through the intersection. Wait until traffic
ahead clears, so you don't block the inter section.

U 0 A driver entering a traffic circle, sometimes
called a rotary, must yield the right of way to
driversalready in the circle.
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Emergency Vehicles

You must yield the right-of-way to fire, ambulance,
police and other authorized emergency vehicles when
they are responding to emergencies. They will
display flashing red or red and white lights and sound
a sren or ar-horn. When you hear or see an
emergency vehicle approaching from any direction,
pull over immediately to the right edge of the road,
stop, and wait until the emergency vehicle passes
before driving on. If you are in an intersection, drive
out of it before you pull over.

Y ou must pull over and stop for an emergency vehicle
m evenif it is coming toward you in the opposite lane of
atwo-way roadway. =

Source: < >

Transcribed from: Driver's Manual, New Y ork State Department
of Motor Vehicles, MV-21 (3/95), p. 39-41
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