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How to Exchange Your U.S. License for a Japanese License

exchanging their U.S. driver's license
for a Japanese license. The following
are commonly asked questions.

I\/I any Japanese are concerned about

Q: I've never had a driver's license. However,
if 1 get a US drivers license can | later
exchange it for a Japanese one?

A: Yes, but there are conditions.

First and foremost: you must have been in the
United States for more than 90 days after your
license has been issued. For example:

0 Let's say you took and passed your road
test on June 26, and you've aready received
your photo driver's license. If you look at it,
you will see that the issue date shows July 5th.
Consequently, you must stay in the U.S. until
October 4th. If you return earlier, Japan will not
honor your U.S. license.

Q: When | return to Japan can | just turn in my
U.S license, and I'll be given a Japanese
license?

A: No. It's more complicated than that. Besides
your U.S. driver’slicense you will need

1. a certified trandation of your U.S. driver’s
license.

This tranglation can only be done by the U.S.
Consulate in Japan.

2. your Japanese passport.

The Japanese officials will compare the date you
arrived in Japan with the issue date on your
driver's license. Again, the difference between
the issue date and the date you arrived in Japan
must be more than 90 days.
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3. 3. “juuminhyou” (residence record)
4. (3cm x 2.4cm) 4. one photograph (3 cm x 2.4 cm)
In Japan...

you will go to a “driver license testing center”. This is
a division of the Japanese police department. You will
present all your documents. While there,

...you will be given a 10-question oral examination.

You need to answer 7 of the 10 questions correctly.
When you pass the oral examination, you can

...then make a road test appointment.

When you pass your road test, you'll be given a
Japanese license that day.

Q: My hushand and | both had Japanese driver
licenses. Four years ago we moved to America. and
got U.S licenses. | till have my Japanese license, but
it has expired. My husband can’t find his license.
When we return to Japan, what shall we do?

A:  Both will need to bring in al the documents
mentioned earlier.

Since you still have your (expired) Japanese license, go
to the driver testing center and show your invalid
license. Request that you be exempt from taking the
oral and road tests. They will (should) issue another
Japanese license that day.

Your husband can go with you; he tells them he lost
his license. They will look up his old driving record.
Once they see he once had a Japanese license, they
will (should) issue anew one that day.

Q: I've only had a U.S driver’s license and I've
had it for 8 years. Last month my license expired, |
renewed it and have already received my new
license. However, | looked and saw that the issue
date is three weeks ago. I'm planning to move
back to Japan next month. Will this issue date be a
problem?

A: Yes. You will need to prove that you've had a
license for more than 90 days. Bring both your new
and expired licenses to the testing center.

If you don't have your old license, then you must stay
in the U.S. for more than 90 days from the issue date
on your new license.

DMV

Q: But if I don't have my old license, I'll just get my
driving record from the Department of Motor Vehicles.
That would show when | first got my license, right?

A: No. The issue date on your record will be the same
as your current license. It will not show the first time
you received a license. However, if you had violations
on your driving record, those violations and their dates
would show up. In that case, you could prove you had
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a driver's license for more than 90 days. But we
don’'t know how a Japanese official would react when
you try to prove that you are a qualified driver when
you show him proof of your convictions. This is not
recommended.

It seems that the best way is to hold onto all of your
old licenses.

Q: My daughter just turned 17 years old and just got

18 her New York license. We plan to return to Japan in a
few months, but she will still be 17. The law in Japan
states that a driver must be at least 18 years old. What
should she do?

A:  She must wait until she turns 18 before exchang-
ing her New York license. But remember, she must
bring al the documents mentioned earlier, and she
must have been in the U.S. for more than 90 days
after her license was issued.

Q: | only have a U.S license. When | return to
Japan can | drive with it or do | have to wait until |
get a Japanese license?

A:  Japan honors al foreign driver licenses for one
year. So, you can drive for one year with your U.S.
license without having a Japanese license.

If you have any questions, you can call a driver
license testing center:

in Tokyo: 03-3474-1374
surrounding Tokyo areas: 0423-62-3591
[ ]
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