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Ways to Prevent Auto Theft

across a public service pamphlet en-

titted Safeguard Your Auto which is

published by the New York City Police

Department, Crime Prevention Division.
We believe it contains valuable information which
may be of particular interest to Japanese who are
visiting America. We are taking the liberty of
reproducing much of the text as it appears in the
original article.

PREVENT AUTO THEFT

To a thief, there's nothing like a car. It's self-
propelled and fully equipped for a fast getaway.
The car and most especialy its components, are
items in steady demand.

Under the law, the owner or authorized driver of a
car may not leave the vehicle unattended without
locking the ignition and removing the key. A
significant number of automobiles are stolen
because drivers fail to remove ignition keys. We
hope you will observe this law at al times and
make it even more difficult to steal your vehicle
by adding precautions of your own.

Establish Ground Rules

All members of the family should know how to
protect the car against theft. Licenses, registra
tion cards or other identifying papers that a thief
could misuse should never be left in the car.
Keys should be carefully guarded.

How to Givea Thief aHard Time

The National Automobile Theft Bureau (NATB)
recommends the following precautions:

0O Park in awell-lighted area.

0 Closeall windows, lock al doors.

O Activate any theft deterrent device you have.

0O Put packages or valuables out of sight: radios,
tape decks and other expensive items in full view
invite theft.

R ecently, one of Anzen's staff came
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0 O If you park in acommercial lot or garage, leave only
the ignition key with the attendant.
O O Do not keep license, registration or title in car. If

left in the car, thieves can use these documents to sell
your car if stolen, or to impersonate you when they are
challenged by police.  Owners who indiscriminately
leave keys, registrations and other identifiable material
in their vehicles may return to their homes only to find
that they have been burglarized.

0 O If you have a garage, use it. Lock both the vehicle
and the garage.

Personal I dentification Pays

Identification of stolen vehicles after they have been
recovered continues to plague car owners, police and
auto insurers. Today, in spite of wide-spread use of
identification numbers on automobiles and component
parts, ownership is often difficult to prove because
experienced thieves are completely removing the manu-

NATB facturers’ identification numbers. NATB recommends,
therefore, that each motorist inscribe the car with the
Vehicle Identification Number.

Etch the Vehicle Identification Number in several hard-
to-find spots, using an engraving tool, on each
component part. Write your name in crayon under the
hood or trunk.

If your car is stolen, the police will need specific
information to identify the car, parts and accessories.
Take the time to record detailed information. If a car
thief replaces your license plates, alters the Vehicle
Identification Number or repaints the car, other points
of identification will be available.

If your car becomes a victim of a“chop shop” (a place

where component parts are stripped off a stolen vehicle)

at least the police will have a better chance of recovering
u all or part of your car and arresting the thief. m
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