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What to Do If Your Engine Overheats.

cautious about their engines overheating

D uring the summer, many drivers are

— especialy during long trips. Thelil
fear is often confirmed by the grea
number of cars seen on the side ol
highways with their hoods up and steam rising

from their engines.
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Many make the mistake thal
the only reason their care
are overheating is because
they don't have enougt
coolant or antifreeze in the
cooling system. This may
be true, but an engine may
overheat for other reasons
driving in sow moving
traffic during hot weather
with the air conditioning
running; driving up long
steep hills; a loose o
broken fan belt; a broker
water pump or hose; a stuck
or broken thermostat; or &
clogged radiator.

It's a good idea—especially
during the summer — tc
carefully  maintain  you

cooling system. That means.
0 Using the correct coolant for your car.

O Checking the fluid level, fan belt and con-
necting hoses whenever the car is serviced.

0 Having the cooling system completely drained
and flushed and refilled. This should be done
at least every two years.

Driving with an overheated engine can damage
your car. When engine temperature is too high, the
temperature gauge or warning light on your instru-
ment panel indicates that the engine is over-
heating. Y ou may also see steam or smoke rising
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from under the hood. If you see any of these signs,
stop driving as soon as possible.

1. Turn off al accessories—especially the air condi-
tioner.

2. If the temperature gauge continues to show hot or
the warning light stays on, signal and pull off the road.
Raise the hood, let the engine cool.

3. If necessary, get professiona help. The “Triple A”
(AAA) isthe American Automobile Association. It's equivalent
to Japan’s“ JAF" . To get road-side assistance, dial 1-800-AAA-
HELP. (1-800-222-4357).

If you can't pull off the road immediately, turn on the
heater to draw the heat from the engine. Doing this will
not solve the problem, but it will help temporarily until
you can get off the road safely.

4. |If there is no steam or smoke coming from the
engine, carefully open the hood. Look for such
problems as a broken hose or belt. Note whether the
radiator overflow tank is empty, but do not touch the
radiator.

5. When the engine has cooled completely, check the
fluid level in the radiator overflow tank again. If the
fluid level is low, you need to add coolant. Many
overflow tanks have afill line to help you determine the
proper level of fluid. Start the engine, and let it run at
idle speed as you add the coolant. m
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