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Questions. What to Do If A Police Officer Stops You

f you are ever stopped by a po-
lice officer while driving, do the
following:

1. If it'sat night, turn on your interior
lights. Thisletsthe officer seeinside the

car and dertermine that there's no dang-
er.

2. Don't get out of your car right away.
L et the officer approach the car. Be-
cause of moving traffic, you are safer in
your car.

3. Place your hands on the steering
wheel at the 10 and 2 o'clock position,
or at least where they can be seen. Don't
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start searching for your license and reg-
istration as soon as you cometo astop. The
cop may think you are either trying to hide
something or trying to get aweapon. Asfar
as you know, the officer may be stopping you
only to tell you that the road ahead is closed.

4. If you did the deed, admit it and fur-
ther state that you made a mistake. After that,
you can beg for mercy and ask for only a
warning. Don't try to play curbside lawyer or
convince the officer that heiswrong. Thisin-
sults the officer's professional ability and
hardens his resolve to cite you for anything he
can. If you honestly believe that a mistake
was made, take the issue to court.
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5. The policeman may ask you to open your
glove compartment. If there's something you don't
what the policeman to see, then leave it at home.
Anything that'sin your glove
compartment that is not proper
can be acted upon. That'sthe
policeman'’s job.

The wholeideais, through word
and body language, to convince
the officer that you're not a
physical threat to him and that
you want to cooperate. An officer that'srelaxed is
] much more likely to understand your point of view
and empathize with you. Thiswill increase your
chances of getting awarning instead of aticket. m
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