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How To Open A Frozen Door Lock

n afrigid morning you try to in-
sert your key in the car door
lock. The key doesn't fit or, if it
doesfit, it won't turn the lock.

Moisture may have gotten into the lock and
frozen overnight.

When acar door lock is frozen:

1. Try the other doors. Their locks may
not be frozen. It's surprising how many driv-
ers never think to try this.

2. If dl the doors are frozen, try heating
the key. Hold the key in agloved hand, com-
mon pliers or afolded handkerchief or rag.
Heat the key with amatch or, better, with aci-
garette lighter or candle. When the key is hot,
insert it into the lock. Count to five and try to
turn the key. (Turnthe key gently to test
thawing and to prevent breaking the key.) If it
still won't turn in the lock, reheat the key and
try again. Thawing occurs gradually and may
require repeated tries. If thelock isfrozen, re-
peated applications of the warmed key should
get the lock working.

3. Try heating the lock with ahair dryer.
Use an extension cord long enough to plug
into a convenient electrical outlet. Hold the
dryer as close to the lock as possible to avoid
heating the car's finish.

4. Try squirting adeicing fluid (like anti-
freeze from the radiator or from the wind-
shield fluid container) into the lock. Siphon
the antifreeze into a squirt bottle. (Don't count
on this method if your car's hood only opens
from theinside.)
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5. 5. Useacommercia deicing chemical such as"Mr.
Mr. Zip LOCK DE-ICER Zip LOCK DE-ICER" which comesin atube and costs
about $2.00. Such products are available at most lock
and automotive stores. Insert the tube's nozzle into the
keyhole and squeeze the fluid into the lock.

Many people buy these products and then leave them
either in their glove compartments or trunks. Only when
they can't open their trunk or car doors do they suddenly
realize that they can't get to the de-icer. If you do buy
such a product, be sure to keep it either in your home or
briefcase or pocket.

6. 6. After you've thawed and opened the lock, squirt
some lubricant into the lock. The lubricant will drive
moisture from the lock mechanism and prevent refreez-

ing.

The most common and effective lubricant that lock-
smiths suggest for thisis"WD-40". It costs about $3.00.
Not only will it drive the moisture from the lock, but its
label statesthat it will also "displace moisture from
u metal surfaces such as wet engines and sparkplugs'.m

(WD-40)
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