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What To Do If You're Caught In An Earthquake

ike most drivers, your first reac-
L tion is apt to be puzzlement, as

the hills bordering the highway

suddenly seem to erupt and spew

clouds of dust. The road ahead
suddenly undulates, as the concrete rises and
falls. Your car shakesviolently. You're
caught in amajor earthquake.

In an earthquake, highway overpasses can
collapse, whole sections of roadway can be
uprooted, fissures can open ahead of you. Yet
acar may be among the safest placesto be
when amajor quake strikes.

...while driving on the highway:

1. Gripthe wheel hard asit triesto tear it-
self out of your hands. Steer straight, whatev-
er the effort. Keep control.

2. Keepthecarinyour lane. The quake
may force your car to switch lanes. Steer hard
to keep your lane position.

3. Slow down by taki ngi your foot off the
gas pedal. Asyou do, quickly observe traffic
around Kou, particularly ahead, in your lane
and in the oncoming lanes.

4. Head for- or remain in- the open. The
open road (not an overpass or any structure
spanning the highway) is your best shelter—as
isyour car.

5. Speed up or sow down to avoid pass-
|n%Eeneath or through any structure during a
quake.

6. Beadlert to the possibility of afissure
openi ngf ahead of you. Quake fissures are
generally narrow (afew inchesto afew feet
wide) and shallow. But trying to cross one can
flatten tires, throw the car out of control, or do
major front-end damage.
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7. Pull to the shoulder and stop When the quake
has ended, tune the radio to alocal station and listen for
road advisories. |f overpasses or bridges ahead are
down or damaged, find a route around them.

...while driving in town:

1. First, stay in the lane you're driving in, slow
down, and quickly observe what's happening around
you, then

2. Quickly get into the lane farthest from the curb
or into the center of the street (to avoid being hit by ob-
jects falling from buildings), and head for an open area.
If you find an open place- with no buildings, wires,
overhangs, or tall trees nearby- stop there, unless you're
blocking traffic.

3. When the quake is over, proceed cautiously.
Heed your radio's local advisories. There could be any
number of obstructions ahead- fallen debris, broken wa-
ter or gas mains. Be especially aware of downed power
lines. Do not drive over them. Y our car is not an insu-
lator against high voltage.

4. Park in the open on the street or better, in alarge
mall or supermarket parking lot. Be aware that after-
shocks can cause already loosened or weakened struc-
turesto collapse. Until aftershocks appear to be over
don't walk near tall buildings. Even if buildings appear
structurally sound, glass from shattered windows can be
dangerous. m
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