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Is Your International License Valid?

FAX

ceived phone calls and faxes from
many New Y ork Japanese who
have international
drivers' licenses.
Some said they had
been stopped by the
police for asmall traf-
fic violation. After
showing their interna-
tional licenses, the po-
lice issued them tick-
etsand fines for driv-
ing with an invalid li-
cense— even though
their international li-
censes had not yet ex-
pired.

S ince last autumn, Anzen has re-

It seems that there is some confusion about
New York and New Jersey laws regarding in-
ternational licenses. The purpose of thisfax is
to clarify these laws.

In both New Y ork and New Jersey, inter -
national licenses are valid only for tourists.
Anyone who either works and/or lives(i.e.,
has an apartment or house) in New Y ork or
New Jersey is considered aresident of that
state. The main point that many people misun-
derstand is that an international license, which
isgenerally valid for one year, islegal only for
tourists—not for “residents’. A “resident”
must change his foreign license to a state li-
cense within a specified time period.

New Jer sey motor vehicle law states that a
person with an out-of-country license must ap-
ply for aNew Jersey license within 60 days
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(30 daysfor a Commercial Driver's License
30 [CDL]) after moving to New Jersey or before the
person’ s current out-of-country license expires —
whichever comesfirst.

New York motor vehicle law declares that a
New Y ork resident with an an out-of-country li
cense must apply for aNew York driver’sli-
O cense within 30 days after moving to New
1 York.

In both states, if it is discovered that a person i<

a‘“resident” and driving with an international li

cense beyond the above-mentioned time

frames, then that person can be considered driv

ing without avalid license. He can be issued a
violation, and fines can be imposed. [J
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New Jersey Driver Manual, 1994 Edition, Dept. of Law
and Public Safety, Revised 8/94, p. 2

Driver's Manual, New Y ork State Department of Motor
Vehicles, MV-21 (6/94), p. 12-13

Vehicle & Traffic Law, 1995/1996 Edition, State of New
York §250.5, p. 67
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